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Emergency Turnaround
Warning System
Alert Capabilities Increase Awareness.

Utilizing the
patented
Groundhog® G-4
Permanent
Traffic Analyzer

The Emergency Turnaround Warning System utilizes permanent
in-ground vehicle detection sensors to identify the presence of
vehicles and then activate flashing beacons on strategically placed
message signs.
Wireless spread spectrum RF communication links are used for
activation/de-activation of the beacons. Once a vehicle is detected,
the beacons can remain flashing until manually deactivated, or a
customer selected pre-programmed timeout is executed.
The system can accommodate notification to selected personnel
via e-mail or pager. The sensors are self-contained and operate
from lithium batteries. The activation system can be either AC
powered or solar powered.

Typical System Overview

TYPICAL APPLICATIONS
Crossover Medians
Runaway Truck Ramps
Fire Station
Hospitals
Medivac Heli-Pads
Airports
Military Bases
Evacuation Routes

Groundhog G-4
Permanent Traffic Analyzer

For more information on the exciting world of
Groundhog® technologies please visit nu-metrics.com
or call us today at 1-800-346-2025.
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-H IGHWAY O PENS TO T RAFFICby Julie Ball, Citizen-Times Staff Writer

MARS HILL - It didn’t take long. Minutes after workers
moved the barrels and barricades, a steady stream of cars
and trucks made their way past the welcome center on a
brand-new section of Interstate 26 in Madison County.
Seven years and $230 million in the making, the road dubbed the
“missing link” officially opened to traffic Tuesday afternoon.
For most drivers, the interstate replaces U.S. 23, a steep, curvy highway
that was the last two-lane section in a corridor between Charleston,
S.C., and Ohio. “It’s quite a thing to see after all this time,” said Jon Kraft
of Wolf Laurel, who was among some of the first to take a spin on the
new road after the official opening. “What a view.”
An estimated 2,000 people packed the parking lot of the new welcome
center near the Tennessee line for the official dedication ceremony. For
a time, the road literally became a parking lot after the welcome center
lots filled and people began leaving their cars on the road. Some had to
walk half a mile to reach the ceremony.
For many, the ceremony was a first opportunity to see an engineering
marvel and spectacular views. On a clear day, travelers can see Mount
Mitchell, the highest peak in the eastern United States. There are also
two scenic overlooks where motorists can stop.
The road has already been designated a scenic byway, the first
interstate highway in the state to receive the designation.
“A lot of people will come here just for the views,” said Jeff Lackey, a
landscape architect for DOT who worked on the project.
“I love it. It’s beautiful,” said Opal Baird of Hampton, Tenn. Baird, her
husband and 9-year-old grandson drove 40 miles from their home to
check out the new road.
Thirteen-year-old Tiffany Duncan of Erwin, Tenn., was also impressed.
“I think it’s pretty. It’s a lot easier to get from Erwin to Carowinds,” near
Charlotte, Duncan said.
Madison County residents who watched the project evolve over seven
years were among those first in line to try out the new road. More than
4 million dump truck loads of dirt and rocks were moved.
The project involved 13 miles of pipe, and the grading alone cost more
than $100 million, making it the single largest contract ever awarded by
the N.C. Department of Transportation.
“This was a real engineering miracle, a real feat,” Gov. Mike Easley told
the crowd.
The new nine-mile section is part of a 12-mile stretch of interstate in
Madison County that will carry the name of former state lawmaker
Liston B. Ramsey, who died in 2001. Several members of Ramsey’s
family were on hand when Easley unveiled the green highway sign
bearing Ramsey’s name.
The event drew local leaders from both North Carolina and Tennessee.
Both states are anticipating economic growth with the opening of the
new road.
“I think it’s a wonderful opportunity for Eastern Tennessee and
Western North Carolina,” said Ralph Harr, a county commissioner in
Sullivan County, Tenn. Harr and fellow commissioner Buddy King
attended Tuesday’s ceremony. Both say they hope the new road will
Beacon During Normal Visibility

Beacon During Limited Visibility

First of its kind…
Nu-Metric’s wireless permanent traffic detectors activate
beacon signs for the “Emergency Turnaround Warning
System.” Motorists on the new highway get advance warning
when emergency vehicles u-turn in the median.
help boost Bristol Motor Speedway, the second-largest taxpayer in
Sullivan County.
Anne Pope, co-chair of the Appalachian Regional Commission,
predicts economic growth for the region as a result of the road. The
commission, a federally run organization that promotes economic
development in Appalachia, provided 80 percent of the funding for the
interstate. “This is really a start. This is where we begin, and economic
development is what follows,” Pope said.
Easley predicted the road would provide better access to jobs for
Madison County residents and the infrastructure to “ignite economic
growth.” But Connie Crawford of Weaverville said there’s still some work
to be done. “The only thing is, they should have fixed the (Smoky Park)
bridge over there in Asheville,” Crawford said.
The 3.2-mile connector that will carry traffic through Asheville and
around the often-congested bridge to the section of I-26 in Buncombe
County is still in the planning stages.

FAST FACTS
WHAT: The new I-26 replaces US 23 as the major artery in Madison
County between North Carolina and Tennessee.
LENGTH: Nine miles.
COST: $230 million dollars.
HOW LONG IT TOOK: 1996: Construction began; 1989: Planning started.
CONTRACTORS: The project involved four primary contractors and
seventy-nine subcontractors.
SAFETY: There are two emergency crossovers for emergency vehicles. A
warning system advises motorists when an emergency vehicle is
entering traffic. Because of the steep grade, the highway has three
runaway truck ramps. A state-of-the-art fog detection system near the
Tennessee state line and at Buckner Gap warns motorists ahead of
time of dense fog. The 220-foot-high Laurel Creek Bridge is specially
equipped with an anti-icing system.
VIEWS: The N.C. Board of Transportation designated the new I-26 as a
scenic byway, the state’s first interstate to be designated as such.
Staff Writer Julie Ball, jball@citizen-times.com.

The new highway has two “Limited Visibility (fog)” notification systems, the
“Emergency Turnaround Warning System” and a Remote Alarm Monitoring System
(RAMS) all supplied and installed by Nu-Metrics.
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